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1.  LOCATION 

Section  36-52-1-W5  in  Census  Division  No.  11.  This  location  is  18  miles 
west  of  Edmonton  and  on  the  main  line  of  the  Canadian  National  Railway, 
Vancouver  to  Montreal  and  one  mile  south  of  Highway  No.  16. 

2.  ALTITUDE 

2,323  feet  Latitude  53/02  Longitude  114/00 

3.  TEMPERATURE 

Mean  Summer  - 60.1  degrees  F. 

Mean  Winter  - 10.1  degrees  F. 

Mean  Yearly  average  - 36.8  degrees  F. 

4.  PRECIPITATION 

Average  annual  rainfall  - 12.34  inches. 

Average  annual  snowfall  - 52.90  inches. 

Average  annual  total  precipitation  - 17.63  inches. 

Note:  Sections  No.  3 and  No.  4 are  taken  from  the  weather  station  at 
the  Edmonton  Municipal  Airport. 

5.  GEOLOGY 

The  Stony  Plain  area  is  underlain  by  sedimentary  rocks  of  Upper 
Cretaceous  Age,  known  as  the  Edmonton  formation.  These  sediments  consist 
of  a bentonite  sandstone  and  shale,  coal  seam  and  layers  of  bentonite.  The 
surface  is  covered  with  windblown  sands  and  clay  which  is  glacial  in  origin. 

6.  SOIL 

Stony  Plain  lies  in  the  black  soil  zone. 

Vegetation 

Grassland  which  has  been  partially  invaded  by  woodlands  (mostly 
deciduous  trees),  often  referred  to  as  parkland. 

Soil  Profile 

The  normal  profile  has  a black  to  very  dark  brown  surface  horizon 
that  averages  12  to  14  inches  in  depth.  The  more  compact  sub  horizon  is 
brown  to  dark  brown,  and  the  lime  horizon  is  usually  found  at  24  to  40  inches 
below  the  surface. 

Fertility 

Soils  in  this  zone  are  the  most  fertile  in  the  province  and  they  have,  in 
the  surface  foot,  3 to  4 times  as  much  nitrogen  and  organic  matter  as  there 
is  in  the  average  brown  or  grey  wooded  soil.  Every  precaution  should  be 
taken  to  see  that  they  are  not  allowed  to  deteriorate.  The  use  of  fertilizer 
to  replenish  the  supply  of  available  nitrogen  and  phosphorus  is  usually  a 
good  investment. 

Land  Use 

A high  percentage  of  the  zone  is  arable.  Wheat  of  fairly  good  quality 
can  be  grown,  but  mixed  farming,  including  the  use  of  crop  rotations  and 
fertilizers  is  desirable  from  the  standpoint  of  both  profit  and  permanence. 
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7.  HISTORY 

The  origin  of  the  name  "Stony  Plain"  is  generally  attributed  to  the 
region  having  been  the  former  camping  grounds  of  the  Stony  Indian  tribe, 
but  another  source  indicates  that  the  name  was  given  to  the  region  because 
of  the  presence  of  many  large  boulders  in  that  plain. 

The  history  of  Stony  Plain  cannot  be  written  without  mention  of  the 
trek  of  the  early  settlers  from  Medicine  Hat.  This  group  from  Austria  first 
settled  in  the  Dunmore  district,  which  is  located  at  the  south  east  corner  of 
the  province  to  farm,  but  lack  of  water,  trees,  grass  and  firewood  forced  them 
to  seek  better  land.  Four  members  of  this  party  left  to  search  for  better  lands 
and  on  reaching  the  Stony  Plain  area,  they  decided  that  they  had  located 
paradise.  The^deep  grass,  the  wooded  areas  and  good  black  soil  all  promised 
them  a good  farming  district.  The  Federal  Government  assisted  in  paying 
for  the  move  and  the  Austrians  travelled  by  train  from  Medicine  Hat  to  Red 
Deer,  which  was  the  end  of  steel  at  that  time,  and  from  there  they  made  the 
rest  of  the  journey  by  wagon  and  team.  The  women  drove  the  ox  teams, 
the  children  herded  the  cattle  at  the  rear  of  the  wagons,  and  the  men  were 
kept  busy  fighting  forest  fires  and  trying  to  locate  food  and  drinking  water. 
As  the  entire  area  of  Edmonon  was  known  as  Stony  Plain  at  that  time,  the 
settlers  ariving  at  their  destination  called  their  new  district  "Hoffungsaw" 
meaning  "Hopeful  Meadow.” 

The  original  townsite  was  south  and  east  of  the  present  location,  but 
with  the  arrival  of  the  Canadian  Northern  Railway  in  1905,  the  buildings 
were  moved  to  the  present  site.  The  first  post  office  in  the  district  was  opened 

in  1880. 


Stony  Plain  has  four  churches  to  serve ' the  spiritual  needs  of  the  people 
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One  of  the  most  fantastic  true  stories  of  the  town  is  told.  On  the  arrival 
of  the  railroad,  the  town  levied  taxes  on  the  railway  company,  and  when 
they  fell  behind  in  payment,  the  reeve,  Mr.  Israel  Umbach,  wound  a heavy 
logging  chain  around  the  drive  wheels  of  the  locomotive,  padlocked  the 
engine  to  the  rails,  and  would  not  release  it  until  the  company  paid  up  all 
back  taxes  that  were  due. 

Stony  Plain  was  incorporated  as  a town  on  December  10,  1908. 

8.  LIVING  CONDITIONS 

Stony  Plain  is  the  centre  of  a large  mixed  farming  area.  Modem  stores 
line  the  wide  gravelled  streets,  and  the  residential  area  has  tree-lined  boule- 
vards. The  numerous  small  lakes  in  the  district  supply  the  fisherman  with  his 
favorite  sport,  and  for  the  hunter  there  are  ducks  and  upland  game  birds  in 
the  area. 

9.  ADMINISTRATION 

The  town  is  governed  by  a mayor,  elected  for  a two-year  term  and  six 
councillors,  two  elected  each  year  for  a three-year  term.  The  secretary-trea- 
surer administers  the  affairs  of  the  town  in  accordance  with  the  policies  set 
by  the  council. 

10.  LAWS  AND  REGULATIONS 

The  town  hires  its  own  police  department:  1 chief,  1 constable. 

Police  Magistrate. 

R.C.M.P.  detachment  police  the  highway  and  mral  areas. 

Regulations 

Stony  Plain  is  a member  of  the  Edmonton  and  District  Planning  Com- 
mission. Plans  for  new  buildings,  repairs  to  buildings,  or  removal  of  buildings, 
must  be  approved  by  council,  after  which  a permit  is  issued. 

Electrical  installations  must  conform  with  the  Alberta  Electrical  Pro- 
tection Act. 

Sanitary  installations  must  conform  with  the  Provincial  Health  Regu- 
lations. 

Gas  installations  must  conform  with  the  Alberta  Gas  Protection  Act. 

11.  FIRE  PROTECTION 

The  fire  department  consists  of  a fire  chief  and  27  volunteer  firemen. 

Equipment 

1 - 1957  - 625  GPM  pumper  with  450  gallon  tank. 

1 - 1953  - 1000  gallon  tank  truck. 

1 - 1941  - 1000  gallon  tank  truck. 

1 - portable  pump. 

1-100  ft.  2V2  inch  hose. 

1 - 600  ft.  lVfe  inch  hose. 

Ladders,  extinguishers,  crowbars,  axes,  coats,  boots,  etc. 

Water  Supply 

Water  is  obtained  from  a lake  three  miles  north  of  the  town  and  is 
pumped  into  a 40,000  gallon  elevated  tower.  There  are  22  fire  hydrants  con- 
veniently located  throughout  the  town. 
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12.  TAX  STRUCTURE 


Land  and  Improvements 

Business 

Power 

Gas  Lines 


1963  Net  Assessment 

$1,941,720.00 

106,900.00 

20.240.00 

14.220.00 


Total  Assessment  $2,083,080.00 

Mill  Rate 

Municipal  School  Hospital  Total 

25j/2  21  5**  52  mills. 

13.  AREAS 

Total  area  of  town  - 1,195  acres. 

Streets,  roads  and  lanes  - 17  acres. 

Parks  and  playgrounds  - 22  acres. 

Miles  ol  Streets,  Roads  and  Lanes 

Gravel  Improved  Earth  Total 

Streets  and  roads  7 7 

Lanes  2 2 


9 miles 


There  are  approximately  four  miles  of  concrete  sidewalks. 


The  residential  area  has  modern  homes,  on  tree-lined  boulevards. 
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14. 


SEWER  AND  WATER  MAIN  MILEAGE 

Storm  Sewers  - .25  miles. 

Sanitary  Sewers  - 4.25  miles. 

Water  Mains  - 7.50  miles. 

15.  POWER 

Three  phase,  60  cycle  power  is  suppled  to  the  town  under  a franchise 
by  the  Calgary  Power  Limited. 

Domestic  Rates 

Available  to  all  customers. 

First  20  KWH  or  less  used  per  month  $2.60  gross  minimum. 

Subject  to  30  cents  prompt-payment  discount,  making  $2.30  net  minimum. 
All  over  20  KWH  used  per  month  - IV2  cents  net  per  KWH. 

Discount  - The  discount  for  prompt  payment  is  the  difference  between 
the  gross  and  net  minimum  charge.  The  energy  rates  are  net. 

Commercial  Rates 

Available  for  lighting  and  general  service  in  commercial  establishments. 
Demand  Charge  - $1.00  per  KVA. 

Energy  Charge: 

First  100  KWH  used  per  month  per  KVA  of  demand  .5c  per  KWH. 
Excess  KWH  used  per  month  per  KVA  of  demand  1 V^c  per  KWH. 

"Demand"  is  the  maximum  30  minute  rate  of  power  delivery,  expressed 
in  Kilovolt-Ampere  (KVA),  during  the  previous  12  months,  and  not  less  than 
1 KVA.  Alternatively,  the  demand  may,  at  the  company's  option,  be  measured 
and  billed  in  Kilowatts  or  may  be  estimated  by  testing  or  from  the  consumer's 
connected  load. 

Minimum  charge  is  the  demand  charge,  but  not  less  than  the  domestic 
service  minimum  for  the  same  community. 

The  above  rates  are  net  and  are  applicable  to  accounts  paid  within 
ten  days  of  the  date  rendered.  Net  bills  are  increased  by  5%  and  not  less 
than  30  cents,  after  the  discount  date. 

Power  Service 

Available  in  commercial  establishments  for  three  phase  motors,  or 
for  X-ray  apparatus  and  welding  transformers,  of  aggregate  capacity  3 HP  or 
KVA  or  over. 

Demand  Charge  - $1.00  per  KVA. 

Energy  Charge: 

First  50  KWH  used  per  month  per  KVA  of  installation  - 5c  per  KWH. 
Next  50  KWH  used  per  month  per  KVA  of  installation  - 3 l/3c  pier  KWH. 
Excess  KWH  used  per  month  per  KVA  of  installation  - 1 2/3p  p|r  KWH. 
Discount  - 10%,  ten  days  based  on  the  dollars  only. 

Minimum  charge  - $3.00  net,  or  demand  charge  if  greater. 

Minimum  billing  demand  3KVA. 

"'KVA  of  Installation":  One  motor  HP  is  taken  as  one  KVA.  The  company 
may,  at  its  option  estimate  the  demand  or  install  a thermal  demand  meter. 
When  a demand  meter  is  installed  the  billing  demand  is  the  maximum  30 
minute  KVA  demand  in  the  preceding  12  months. 
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16.  WATER 

Water  is  obtained  from  a lake  located  three  miles  north  of  the  town  and 
is  pumped  into  a 40,000  gallon  elevated  tower  and  then  into  the  water  mains. 

Domestic  Rates 

$3.50  per  month  plus  $1.50  sewerage  charge. 

Commercial  Rates 

From  $4.50  to  $55.00  per  month  plus  sewerage  charge  from  $2.60  to 
$25.00  per  month. 


Water  Analysis 

Total  solids 

Ignition  loss 

Hardness 

Sulphates 

Chlorides 

Alkalinity- 

Nature  of  alkalinity 

Nitrites 

Nitrates 

Iron 

Fluorine 


Pails  per  Million 

676 

186 

475 

169 

3 

330 

Bicarbonate  of  lime  and  magnesium. 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 


Remarks:  Chemically  the  water  is  suitable. 


17.  GAS 


Natural  gas  is  supplied  to  the  town  under  a franchise  by  Northwestern 
Utilities  Limited. 


The  community  is  extremely  proud  of  the  fine  record  of  its  volunteer  fire  department 
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Domestic  Rates  - General 

Available  io  all  customers. 

First  20  therms  or  less  used  per  month  - $3.00 

All  additional  therms  used  per  month  - .06c  per  therm. 

Minimum  monthly  charge  - $3.00 

When  accounts  are  not  paid  on  or  before  the  due  date,  the  charge 
per  therm  other  than  the  first  20  therms,  shall  be  increased  by  3 cents  per  therm, 
and  the  gross  rate  so  arrived  at  shall  apply. 

Commercial  Rates  - Optional 

Available  on  annual  contract  to  all  customers  whose  annual  con- 
sumption is  more  than  5,400  therms. 

Fixed  charge  - $12.50 

Plus  commodity  charge  - .3  3/5c  per  therm 
Minimum  monthly  charge  - $12.50 

When  accounts  are  not  paid  on  or  before  the  due  date,  the  charge 
per  therm  shall  increase  by  2 cents  per  therm  and  the  gross  rate  so  arrived 
at  shall  apply.  This  rate  is  available  only  on  annual  contract  which  shall  give 
to  the  other  party  at  least  thirty  days,  prior  to  the  expiration  of  any  such  year, 
a written  notice  of  desire  to  terminate  same,  whereupon  at  the  expiration  of 
such  year,  it  shall  cease  and  determine. 

18.  L.P.  GAS 

Heat  value  2,521  b.t.u.  per  cu.  ft.  at  60  degrees  F. 

100-lb  cylinder  - $5.00 
Bulk  - 14c  per  gallon. 

There  is  no  agent  in  the  town.  Propane  is  delivered  from  Edmonton. 

19.  DIESEL  FUEL 

Heat  value  135,000  to  140,000  b.t.u.  per  gallon  at  60  degrees  F. 

Winter  grade  - lB^d  per  gallon. 

Summer  grade  - I6V2C  per  gallon. 

Storage  capacity  - 6,000  gallons. 

20.  COAL 

Very  little  coal  is  used  in  the  town.  Those  using  coal  haul  same  from 
the  Edmonton  area. 

Price  per  ton  f.o.b.  mine  - mine  run  $6.00 

21.  NATURAL  RESOURCES 

Wheat,  coarse  grains,  cattle,  horses,  sheep,  hogs,  dairy  products,  poul- 
try products,  sand,  gravel,  gas  and  oil. 

22.  GOVERNMENT  OFFICES  AND  SERVICES 
Federal 

Post  Office;  R.C.M.P.  detachment. 

Provincial 

Alberta  Government  Telephones;  Provincial  Treasury  Branch;  District 
Agriculturist;  Liquor  Vendor;  Fish  and  Game  Inspector;  Superintendent  of 
Schools,  Stony  Plain  School  Division  No.  23. 
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Municipal 

Municipal  District  of  Stony  Plain,  town  hall  housing  (secretary-treasurer, 
council  chamber,  town  foreman),  fire  department,  library. 

23.  HEALTH  SERVICES 

A new  30-bed  hospital  is  under  construction  and  it  is  expected  to  open 
September,  1963. 

The  Stony  Plain-Lac  Ste.  Anne  Health  Unit  provides  the  following 
services:  Immunization  of  school  and  pre-school  children,  examination  of  any 
person  residing  in  the  health  unit  district,  pre-natal  and  post-natal  care,  the 
inspection  of  water  and  food  supplies  as  well  as  sanitary  inspection. 

The  health  unit  staff  consists  of:  1 doctor;  1 dentist;  3 graduate  nurses; 
1 steno-technician  and  1 sanitary  inspector. 

Other  Health  Services 

One  medical  centre  with  three  doctors,  (one  dentist  calls  weekly), 
1 drug  store,  1 veterinary. 

24.  PROFESSIONAL  AND  SKILLED  PERSONAL  SERVICES 


25.  TRANSPORTATION 

Canadian  National  Railway  main  line  Vancouver  to  Montreal  via 
Stony  Plain. 

Greyhound  Bus  Lines  - 1 bus  daily  east  and  west. 

Daily  truck  service  to  Edmonton. 

26.  NEWSPAPERS 

Stony  Plain  Reporter  (weekly). 

27.  COMMUNICATIONS 

Alberta  Government  Telephones;  Canadian  National  Telegraphs;  Post 

Office. 

Nearest  Radio  Stations  - Edmonton:  CFRN,  CJCA,  CBXA,  CHED,  CKUA 
and  CHFA. 

Nearest  TV  Stations  - Edmonton:  CFRN-TV  and  CBXT-TV. 

28.  FINANCIAL  FACILITIES 

The  Canadian  Imperial  Bank  of  Commerce 
Provincial  Treasury  Branch. 

29.  HOTELS 

No.  of  Rooms  Rate  Licensed 

Stony  Plain  22  $2.25  up  yes 

30.  MOTELS 

Nil. 

Tourist  Camps 

Meridian  Trailer  Park. 


Type  of  Service 


(Excluding  health  services) 

No.  of  Establishments 


Barber  shops 
Beauty  parlors 
Watch  repairs 


2 

2 

1 
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31.  CHURCHES 

Christian  Alliance  Tabernacle,  Lutheran,  Pentecostal,  Roman  Catholic, 
United. 

32.  LODGES  AND  SERVICE  CLUBS 

Masonic,  Elks,  Royal  Purple,  Lions,  Canadian  Legion,  Women's  Auxiliary 
Canadian  Legion,  Women's  Institute. 

33.  SOCIETIES  AND  ASSOCIATIONS 

Home  and  School  Association,  Red  Cross  Society,  Women's  Church 
Auxiliaries. 

34.  EDUCATION 

The  town  schools  are  a unit  of  the  Stony  Plain  School  Division  No.  23. 
Grades  1 to  12  are  taught  along  with  the  following  optional  subjects:  Typing; 
bookkeeping;  home  economics;  shop;  drama;  art  and  music. 


The  school  population  is 

made  up  as  follows: 

Grades 

No.  of  Teachers 

No.  of  Pupils 

Elementary 

1 - 6 

18 

384 

Junior  High 

7 - 9 

9 

180 

High 

10  - 12 

18 

348 

35.  THEATRES  AND  HALLS 

Capacity 

Stage 

Piano 

Community  Centre 

600 

yes 

yes 

Cosmo  Theatre 

250 

yes 

no 

Kelly's  Hall 

36.  CULTURAL  ACTIVITIES 

250 

yes 

yes 

The  Stony  Plain  Community  Library  is  sponsored  by  the  Women's 
Institute,  town  and  provincial  government  grants.  The  library  is  open  every 
Tuesday  and  Thursday  from  2:30  to  5:00  p.m.  and  Saturday  from  7:30  to  9:00 
p.m.  There  are  approximately  5,565  volumes  in  the  library. 

Other  Activities 

1 - Local  Orchestra;  drama,  art  and  music  at  school. 

37.  YOUTH  ACTIVITIES 

Boys:  Scouts,  4-H  Club,  Teen  Town,  Junior  Fire  Marshalls. 

Girls:  Brownies,  4-H  Club,  Teen  Town. 

38.  SPORTS 

Hockey,  curling,  baseball,  softball,  basketball,  football. 

Sports  Facilities 

Covered  curling  rink,  4 sheets  artificial  ice,  open-air  skating  and  hockey 
rink,  baseball  diamond,  playgrounds,  school  grounds  for  sports  and  play. 

39.  FAIRS 

Sports  day  only. 

40.  HISTORIC  SITES 

Cenotaph  to  the  Old  Timers  of  the  District. 
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41.  CO-OPERATIVES 

United  Grain  Growers,  Alberta  Wheat  Pool,  Co-op  Locker  Plant, 
Seed  Cleaning  Plant,  Co-op  Service  Station,  Stony  Plain  Credit  Union, 
General  Store,  Mutual  Telephone  System. 

42.  INDUSTRY  AND  BUSINESS 


Co-op 

Co-op 


3 


2.S 


J2 

oS 


5 J 


s ® 

u 3 a> 
a>  '3 

0(0  A <n  o o m 

5J  *•;  o> 

I8  *1  ^ 1 

Auctioneers  2 — — 

Auto  Body  Repair  3 3 — 

Banks  2 — — 

Barbers  2 — — 

Butchers  2 

Building  Contractors  ....  3 — — 

Cartage  Delivery  1 — — 

Clothing  (men's)  2 — — 

Clothing  (women's)  ....  2 — — 

Coal  Dealers  1 — — 

Cold  Storage  Locker  ....  1 — — 

Dentist  ...Ip 1 (calling) 

Doctors  3 — — 

Drug  Store  1 — — 

Dry  Cleaners  pm 1 1 — 

Dry  Goods  1 — — 

Egg  Pickling  1 1 1 

Electrical  Appliances  ..  2 — — 

Electrical  Contractor  ....  2 — — 

Garage  and 

Service  Stations  5 — — 

General  Stores  KH.— JSsr  2 — — 

Grain  Elevators  6 — — 

Groceries  —Ill—  4 — — 


— 2 


3 w 
Si  u 
<» 

£ c 


£ I fc  2 


$■ 

— 5 


a ° 

H W 

Hardware  5 

Hotels  1 — — — 

Hatchery  11  — 1 

Insurance  and 

Real  Estate  3 — — — 

Jewellers  — 1 — ■ — 1 

Liquor  Vendor  1 — ■ — 1 

Lumber  Yards  2 — -22 

Milk  Distributors  1 — 11 

Oil  Distributors  3 — 3 — 

Plumbers  2 — — — 

Pool  Room  t 1 — — — 

Printers  1111 

Restaurants  5 — — - — 

Shoe  Repairs  11  — 1 

Shoe  Stores  2 — — 2 

Theatres  1 — — — 

Tinsmith  11- — 1 

Woodworking  .t-  1 1 — 1 


43.  SITES 

Residential  and  industrial  sites  can  be  purchased  from  private  owners 
at  reasonable  prices. 

44.  INDUSTRIAL  DEVELOPMENT 

The  soils  adjacent  to  Stony  Plain  are  black  loam.  A few  miles  west 
and  north  of  the  town,  however,  sandy  loams  predominate. 

Between  Stony  Plain  and  Edmonton  a livestock-dairy  type  of  farming 
predominates.  Farm  income  from  dairying  and  the  sale  of  beef  cattle  is 
about  equal.  However,  hog  and  grain  receipts  each  contribute  approximately 
15  to  20  percent  of  the  total.  Towards  the  west  a general  livestock  type  of 
enterprise  is  most  common.  The  source  of  cash  receipts  in  the  order  of  impor- 
tance is:  beef  cattle;  hogs;  grain,  and  dairying. 

Cropping  patterns  in  the  area  lean  heavily  toward  the  production  of 
feed  grain.  The  average  acreage  per  farm  in  principal  crops  planted  was: 
wheat  10;  oats  26;  barley  46;  tame  hay  18;  and  improved  pasture  18.  Livestock 
number  per  farm  family:  cattle  18,  sheep  3,  hogs  16,  domestic  poultry  146. 


Farms  in  the  Municipal  District  of  Stony  Plain  average  about  300  acres 
in  size.  Eighty  percent  of  the  total  are  operator  owned.  Only  8 percent  of  the 
farm  operators  rent  all  the  land  they  occupy. 
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45.  TRADING  AREA 

North  10  miles,  west  20  miles,  south  15  miles,  east  5 miles. 

46.  POPULATION 

Trading  area  population  - 1961  Dominion  Census  - 7,288. 
Town  population  - 1961  Dominion  Census  - 1,311. 
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